Special Examination Arrangements for Students with Special Needs

Students with special education needs (such as physical, visual, aural, oral and other learning
disabilities) can request for special examination arrangements in the HKDSE, including exemption
from part of an examination depending on the nature and severity of students’ disabilities. The
provision of special examination arrangements allow these students to be assessed under suitable
conditions without having an unfair advantage over other students.

For the benefits of students with such special needs, the school has to be informed as early as
possible so that suitable teaching strategies and examination arrangements can be provided according
to the school context which may sometimes be different from those of the Hong Kong Examinations
Assessment Authority (HKEAA). Such information will be kept strictly confidential and the student
concerned will not be subjected to undue discriminations.

In order to be entitled to such special examination arrangements, students have to take the
following action:

For school examination (Mid-year / Final examinations):

A written application should be submitted to the school via the class teacher with an up-to-date
medical / assessment report issued by the Hospital Authority/ Department of Health/Education
Bureau (EDB)/ a registered medical practitioner e.g. audiologist, speech therapist, psychologist at
least 6 weeks before each examination.

For public examination (HKDSE):

A written application should be submitted to the school via the class teacher with an up-to-date
medical / assessment report issued by the Hospital Authority/ Department of Health/Education
Bureau (EDB)/ a registered medical practitioner e.g. audiologist, speech therapist, psychologist at
most 3 years prior to the examination year and should submit an application to the HKEAA in
September 2 years before the examination year. For details on services provided for candidates with
special needs and application procedures, please visit the HKEAA website at www.hkeaa.edu.hk.
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